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T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a k i n g  a  w i l l

W r i t in g  a  w i l l  i s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  i mportant  things  you can do in  y ou r  l i fe t ime .  I t
i s  th e  o n l y  w ay t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h at  your  wishes  are  c arr ied out  after  yo u  die.

I f  y o u  d i e  w i th o u t  m a k in g  a  w i l l ,  y ou give  up your  r ight  to  expre s s  yo u r
w is h e s   a b ou t  w h o  s h o u ld  b e n e f i t  f rom your  estate.  Many  people  assu me th at
w h e n  t h e y  d i e ,  t h e i r  n e x t  o f  k in  w i l l  automatic al ly  inher it  every th ing.  This  is  not
a l w a y s  t h e  c ase  a n d  s o m e  in te s ta c ies  (when people  die  without  havi ng mad e  a
w i l l )  c a n  b e   v e r y  c o m p le x .

U n le s s  y o u  m a k e  a  w i l l  th a t  c l e a r l y  states  how you wish to  div id e  yo ur
e s t a te ,   th e  le ga l  s y s te m  d e c i d e s  w hic h relat ives  wi l l  rec eive  your  e s tate  and  i n
w h i c h   p r o p o rt i o n s .  E v e n  i f  y o u  ha ve no relat ives,  you should st i l l  m ak e  a  w i l l  –  i f
y o u   d o n ' t ,  e v e r y th in g  y o u  o w n  m ay go to  the  government.

Help Share make a difference in your 
community even after you've gone

A d d  a  g i f t  t o  S h a r e  i n  y o u r  w i l l

N o  m a t t e r  th e  s iz e  o f  le g a c y  y o u  c hoose to  leave,  your  k indness  and genero s i ty
w i l l  e n a b le  S h ar e  t o  g r o w  a n d  h el p  ev en more vulnerab le  people  in  the
c o m m u n it y  t o  re a l i s e  th e ir  p o te n t ial ,  fu l f i l  their  dreams and l ive  h appier ,
h e a l th ie r  l i v e s .



H o w  t o  r e m e m b e r  S h a r e  i n  y o u r  w i l l

Y o u  c o u ld  le av e  a :

P er c en t a g e o f  th e  r e s i d u e  o f  your  estate.  Residue is  whate ve r  i s  le f t  after  a l l
d e b t s ,  fu n e r a l  e x p e n s e s ,  c e r tai n  other  costs  and tax ,  and any oth er  legacie s  h av e
b e e n  d e d u c t ed;

P ec u n i a ry  leg ac y .  A  f ix ed s um o f  mo ne y;

S p e c i f i c  leg a c y .  A  p a r t i c u la r  n a m ed i t em,  such  a s  a  piece  of  jewel lery,  fu rni tu re  o r
a  p a in t in g .

I f  you would l ike  to  leave Share  a  legacy in  your  wi l l ,  p lease use  our  registered
address  and char ity  number:

Share Community Ltd,  64 Altenburg Gardens,  London SW11 1JL
T 020 7924 2949 |  E  info@sharecommunity.org.uk 
www.sharecommunity.org.uk
Charity  Registration Number 264894 |  Registered Company 1081030

If you’d like to find out more about remembering Share in your will, 
please call 020 7924 2949 or email info@sharecommunity.org.uk



W r i t i n g  y o u r  w i l l

There are  many things  that  you need to  consider  when writ ing a  wi l l .  

Find a  solicitor.  When writ ing a  wi l l ,  i t  is  advisable  to  consult  a  sol ic i tor .  Your
wil l  is  a  legal  document  and i t  is  essential  that  certain  pieces  of  information are
included.  A  sol ic i tor  wi l l  make sure  your  wi l l  is  legal ly  binding.  I f  you can,  use a
sol ic i tor  who is  experienced in  legacies.  

Know who you want to benefit.   I t  is  important  to  think about  who you want  to
benef it  f rom your  wi l l  and how you would l ike  your  estate  to  be div ided.  

Appoint  an Executor(s).  Executors  are  responsible  for  administer ing your  estate
fol lowing your  death and you must  appoint  them when writ ing a  wi l l .  Take t ime
to think about  who you would l ike  to  carry  out  your  wishes.  I t  is  a  good idea to
nominate two people  to  cover  the c ircumstances where one of  them is  unable  to
act  for  any reason.  You can have more executors  i f  you wish,  but  remember  to
ask everyone f i rst  whether  they are  wi l l ing and able  to  take on the responsibi l i ty
of  administer ing your  estate.

Funeral  wishes.  You might  want  to  think about  how you would l ike  your  funeral
to  be carr ied out.  Your  wi l l  is  an appropriate  place to  state  these wishes.  

Witnesses.   In  England,  Wales  and Northern I reland,  your  wi l l  must  be s igned by
you on each page and by two independent  witnesses,  who should not  be
benef ic iar ies  or  Executors  in  the terms of  your  wi l l .  In  Scotland,  only  one
witness  is  needed.  

Value of  Assets.  Calculate  the assessed value of  your  estate.  Your  sol ic i tor  wi l l
then be able  to  advise  you of  your  potential  inheritance tax  l iabi l i ty  and which
steps you can take to  save tax.  

Keep your wil l  in  a  safe place.  Ensure that  you keep your  wi l l  in  a  safe  place.  I f
you misplace i t ,  your  estate  might  not  go to  the correct  people.  You can leave
the or iginal  with  your  bank or  sol ic i tor ,  keeping a  photocopy at  home with you
in a  safe  place.  
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R e v i e w i n g  y o u r  w i l l .  O n c e  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  y o u r  w i l l ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e
t h a t  y o u  k e e p  i t  u p d a t e d .  I d e a l l y ,  a  w i l l  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  e v e r y  t h r e e  y e a r s .  A s
y o u r  p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  w i l l  s t i l l
a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  y o u r  w i s h e s .  Y o u  s h o u l d  u p d a t e  y o u r  w i l l  i f  y o u  i n h e r i t  m o n e y ,
w h e n  y o u  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w h e n  y o u  r e t i r e .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t
i f  y o u  m a r r y ,  o r  b e c o m e  d i v o r c e d ,  a n  e x i s t i n g  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  b e c o m e s  n u l l  a n d
v o i d .

U p d a t i n g  y o u r  w i l l  b y  c o d i c i l .  Y o u  c a n  u p d a t e  y o u r  w i l l  b y  w r i t i n g  a  c o d i c i l ,  w h i c h
i s  a  l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  w r i t t e n  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  y o u r
s o l i c i t o r ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  a s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  y o u r  w i l l .  I f  y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a
W i l l  a n d  c h o o s e  t o  a l s o  r e m e m b e r  S h a r e  C o m m u n i t y  i n  y o u r  w i l l ,  y o u  c a n  d o  t h i s
b y  a d d i n g  a  l e g a c y  t o  S h a r e  C o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  a  c o d i c i l .

T a x  e f f i c i e n c y .  L e g a c i e s  to  re g is te r ed char it ies  in  the  UK,  suc h as  S h are
C o m m u n ity ,  a r e  t a x  e x e m p t .  I f  y o u  leave money to  a  char ity  in  yo u r  W i l l ,  i t  wi l l  be
p a id  o u t  b e f o r e  in h e r i t a n c e  ta x  i s  deduc ted,  reducing the total  am ount  o f  tax  paid
o n  y o u r  e st a t e .  

I f  you need to  f ind a  sol ic i tor  you may wish to  contact  The Law Society.

England and Wales.  0870 606 2555 |  www.lawsociety.org.uk 
Northern Ireland.  028 9023 1614 |  www.lawsoc-ni .org  
Scotland.  0131 226 7411 |  www.lawscot.org.uk 
Republic  of  Ireland.  00 353 1  672 4800 |  www.lawsociety. ie

If you’d like to find out more about remembering Share in your will, 
please call 020 7924 2949 or email info@sharecommunity.org.uk

W r i t i n g  y o u r  w i l l

F i n d i n g  a  s o l i c i t o r



T e r m s  a n d  d e f i n i t i o n s

A d m i n i s t r a t o r .  S o m e o n e  w h o  i s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a r r a n g e  y o u r  a f f a i r s  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  l e a v e
a  w i l l .  

B e n e f i c i a r y .  A n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  c h a r i t y  t h a t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  l e g a c y  i n  y o u r  w i l l .  

B e q u e s t  o r  l e g a c y .  A  g i f t  i n  a  w i l l  t o  a  p e r s o n  o r  c h a r i t y .  

C o d i c i l .  A  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  a m e n d s ,  a l t e r s  o r  a d d s  t o  a  w i l l .  I t  m u s t  b e  d r a w n  u p  a n d
e x e c u t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  a  W i l l  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  v a l i d .  

C h a t t e l s  a n d  m o v e a b l e s .  Y o u r  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r  f u r n i t u r e  a n d
c a r .  

E s t a t e .  Y o u r  a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  a t  d e a t h .  

E x e c u t o r ( s ) .  T h e  p e r s o n ( s )  a p p o i n t e d  b y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  a  w i l l ,  o r  b y  t h e  c o u r t ,  w h o
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  y o u r  e s t a t e  a t  d e a t h .  

I n t e s t a t e  a n d  i n t e s t a c y .   Y o u  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  i n t e s t a t e  i f  y o u  d i e  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a
w i l l .  I n t e s t a c y  i s  t h e  n a m e  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

P r o b a t e  ( C o n f i r m a t i o n  i n  S c o t l a n d ) .  T h e  l e g a l  p r o c e d u r e  t o  c o n f i r m  y o u r  w i l l  i s
v a l i d  a n d  t o  g i v e  y o u r  E x e c u t o r  p o w e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  y o u r  e s t a t e .  

R e s i d u e .  T h e  s u m  t h a t  i s  l e f t  f r o m  y o u r  e s t a t e  w h e n  a l l  d e b t s ,  c h a r g e s  a n d  l e g a c i e s
h a v e  b e e n  d e d u c t e d .  

R e s t r i c t e d  f u n d .  M o n i e s  o r  p r o p e r t y  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  h e l d  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  o r
c a u s e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d s  o f  a  c h a r i t y .  

T e s t a t o r  ( m a l e )  o r  t e s t a t r i x  ( f e m a l e ) .  T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  m a k i n g  t h e  w i l l .

Help adults with learning disabilities and autism live happier,
healthier, and more independent lives



R a c h e l

R a c h e l  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  p u t  d o w n  a t
s c h o o l .  H a v i n g  d y s l e x i a  h a d  d e s t r o y e d
h e r  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  T h e n  s h e  c a m e  t o
S h a r e ,  w o r k e d  h a r d  f o r  h e r  c a t e r i n g
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  n o w  s h e ’ s  a  f u l l -
t i m e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s t a f f  t e a m ,  h e l p i n g
o t h e r  p e o p l e  t o  s h i n e .

Help Share make a difference in your community 
even after you've gone

U m m a i r
W i t h  S h a r e ' s  h e l p ,  U m m a i r  t o o k  t h e
n e x t  s t e p  i n t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  b y
m o v i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  h o m e  a n d  i n t o
h i s  o w n  f l a t .  H e  n o w  t r a v e l s
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  t o  S h a r e  a n d  t o  s e e  h i s
f a m i l y ,  a n d  d o e s  h i s  o w n  c l e a n i n g ,
w a s h i n g  a n d  c o o k i n g .

S h a n i c e
S h a n i c e ' s  p a r e n t s  a r e  a g e i n g .  S h a r e  i s
h e l p i n g  S h a n i c e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  l i f e
a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  g o n e  t o  h e l p  h e r  l o o k
a f t e r  h e r s e l f  a n d  l i v e  m o r e
i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  S h e ' s  l e a r n i n g  t o  c o o k
h e a l t h y  m e a l s  f o r  h e r s e l f  a n d  g e t t i n g
f i t t e r  b y  e x e r c i s i n g  m o r e .



G e r a l d i n e  J a m e s  O B E

“ I  w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h a t  e v e n  a f t e r  m y  d e a t h ,  I ’ l l  s t i l l  b e  h e l p i n g  a  c h a r i t y  t h a t  c a r e s  f o r
t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  p e o p l e  i n  m y  c o m m u n i t y . ”  

  “ I ’ v e  b e e n  a n  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  S h a r e  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s .  M o s t  o f  t h e
p e o p l e  t h e y  h e l p  h a v e  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  m a n y  h a v e  a u t i s m  a s  w e l l .  T h e  w o r l d
c a n  b e  a  s c a r y  a n d  u n f r i e n d l y  p l a c e  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  i t ’ s  d o w n r i g h t
d a n g e r o u s .  B u t  a t  S h a r e ,  w h e r e  s t a f f  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  k i n d ,  c a r i n g ,  a n d  p o s i t i v e ,
p e o p l e  s h i n e .  S h a r e  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  s u p p o r t i n g  p e o p l e  t o  r e a c h  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .
T h e y  f o c u s  o n  w h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  d o ,  n o t  w h a t  h o l d s  t h e m  b a c k .  S h a r e  h e l p s  p e o p l e  t o
f e e l  b e t t e r  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  b e  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a s  t h e y  c a n  b e ,  t o  m a k e  c h o i c e s ,  t o
h a v e  f u n ,  t o  g e t  j o b s ,  t o  b e  c i t i z e n s .  S h a r e ’ s  a  s i m p l y  b r i l l i a n t  c h a r i t y . ”

  “ H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  b r i l l i a n t  c h a r i t i e s  s t r u g g l e  t o  t h r i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e y ’ r e  s m a l l e r
a n d  l o c a l l y  b a s e d .  S h a r e ’ s  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  W a n d s w o r t h  a n d  L a m b e t h  c o m m u n i t y  s i n c e

1 9 7 2 ,  b u t  t h e y  n e e d  m o r e  h e l p  t o  k e e p  g o i n g  a n d  k e e p  g r o w i n g .  T h a t ’ s  w h y  I ’ m
r e m e m b e r i n g  S h a r e  i n  m y  W i l l .  W o u l d n ’ t  y o u  l i k e  t o  k n o w  y o u r  m o n e y ’ s  g o i n g  t o w a r d s

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  n e e d  s u p p o r t  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ? ”  

P a t r o n ,  S h a r e  C o m m u n i t y

Help adults with learning disabilities and autism live happier,
healthier, and more independent lives
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